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it’s time to properly support the agencies created. to resgond to chald abusa'
with the manpower and infrastructural resources—the special purpose transition

hormes, therapeutic centres and accommodatlonwneeded to make a difference in
the fives of our most vuinerable cmzens &

"he Children’s Authority has
| clearly outlined the scale of
4 the problem they face in
T&T with its report on cases
between May 2015 and February
2016,

Close 1o 1,000 cases of sexual
~ abuse of children were recorded

by the authority over that nine--

. month period.

The authority is aware of as

' many as 4,158 children who are

'~ in need of care, protection and -

. rehabilitation and 915 of the

. reports-have been categorised as
* sex abuse cases.

. Within those troubling statis-
- tics are even more {roubling
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- century that was formally :
- acknowledged as-early as 2011 as

' _ dren ’s. Authontyi'__

- ssfortfree

whte it bei{}ngs, with the pi
petrators_ of th_ese cnmes mst

p:ofiles.' Of the 148 casés of
abuse against boys, 26.4 per
cent involved boys between the
ages of four and six,

While these numbers aré dlS-
turbing, they follow a trend . {0e:
which began early inn the new < cdal and NGO st_tpp mﬁ‘a
stmcmre that hasfbee m

sharp increages in the nuinber of -
reported cases of incest, rape =
and sexual offences became a.
norm instead of an 0ccasmnal
spike, :
For most of the 218t s:entury, &
the official engagement with sex: -
abuse has been about placing
the shame for these incidents -

- a special purpose drm of the
- Police Service which has come
to represent nothing less than' &
findameutal revolution jn'the -~ T
© way that police officers reSpond-'-.-:-'-_;- mla
- fo sex abuse cases. The Chil- = ‘Bissessar. From:sed :th



